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Model Citizens of Christ’s Kingdom 
Philippians 3:20 

 

Big Idea: Verse 20 gives us a second reason why we should imitate those who live as 
faithful examples of disciples of Christ. And that reason is that they serve as model citizens 
of Christ’s kingdom.   
 

Philippians 3:17–21 (ESV) — 17 Brothers, join in imitating me, and keep your eyes on those who 
walk according to the example you have in us. 18 For many, of whom I have often told you and 
now tell you even with tears, walk as enemies of the cross of Christ. 19 Their end is destruction, 
their god is their belly, and they glory in their shame, with minds set on earthly things. 20 But our 
citizenship is in heaven, and from it we await a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, 21 who will transform 
our lowly body to be like his glorious body, by the power that enables him even to subject all things 
to himself.  

 

3 Investigative Questions for Phil. 3:20: 

1. _______________ do we see verse 20 explaining verse 17? 

 

Philippians 3:20 (NASB95) — 20 For our citizenship is in heaven, from which also we 
eagerly wait for a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ;  

 

4 reasons verse 20 is explaining verse 17: 

 The conjunction used is the conjunction “gar”. 
 There is a conjunction that more clearly shows contrast, “de”. 
 Paul uses the conjunction “gar” at the beginning of verse 18. 
 Paul is reasoning more circularly than linearly.  

 

 

 

 

 
2. ___________ is verse 20 explaining verse 17? 

 

The second reason we should model faithful brothers and sisters in Christ is that they 
serve as model citizens of Christ’s kingdom. 

 

If you want to know what it looks like to be a citizen of heaven, then 
just look at those who have delightfully and dutifully submitted to 
Christ for all their years.  

3. ____________ characterizes a model citizen in Christ’s kingdom? 

 

Ap-Ek-Dechomai:  

 

Philippians 3:20 (NASB95) — 20 For our citizenship is in heaven, from which also we 
eagerly wait for a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ;  

 

 
Questions to Consider 

1. What is the second reason we should imitate faithful men and women in Christ? 
2. Why is a multi-generational church so important? 
3. How often do you talk with those who are outside your age group? 
4. What steps might you take to either model patient endurance in Christ or learn 

from those who are patiently enduring Christ’s return? 
5. In your context what might this patience endurance look like? What are some 

things God is calling you to patiently endure? 
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